BIRTH AND  BABYHOOD                   u

a circular motion, and then cracking her knuckles agains
temples.1
The child is then lifted up, and, as a protection against evil,
some of the black pigment is taken from the lamp of clarified
butter and put on the edges of the child's eyelids. The stool
is left where it was, but as evening draws on, pen, paper, and
ink are put near it, for the belief is that on this night the
goddess of fate (Vidhatrl) comes and writes the child's future
on the paper, or, as some believe, on the child's forehead.
That the future .may be auspicious, many Brahmans are careful
to provide only red ink made of turmeric and lime for the
goddess to write with.
The next morning all the things are removed, The wheat
or rice and the pice are given to the family priest, the midwife
gets a present of half a pound of clarified butter, half a pound
of molasses, two pounds of wheat, seven areca-nuts, and
a coco-nut. The aunt takes the silk away and makes it into
a coat for the child, which she will give him when she names
him on the twelfth day.2
On this sixth day the child also gets a good many presents
from his friends and relatives, such as silk for a coat, handker-
chiefs, or, in the case of a girl, a small sari \ and the day is
further celebrated by a feast, in which all the resident members
of the household and close relatives join.
Birth causes ceremonial defilement, and it is a very interesting
study to note the mother's progress back to ritual purity-
On the tenth day from the child's birth the mother bathes
first with a mixture of turmeric and scented white powder in
the water, and then washes with arltha nut.a This marks her
first step back towards ceremonial purity, for she may now
clean her teeth for the first time since the child's birth, and an
auspicious mark is again made on her forehead. To avoid
x This action can only be performed by a woman. A man takes his
son's troubles symbolically on himself by smelling the child's head.
2  For interesting local differences cf, Bombay GazettttT) vol. ix, pt it
P-34-
3  Sapindw Saponaria.